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Some lives are too raw, even

for the stag

=

Keeping it real ... director James Winter with Michelle Wright during rehearsals for a play she wrote with other students from Key College. Photo: Stephen Baccon

Emily Dunn

IN BAGGY tracksuit pants and
T-shirt, Michelle Wright is no
pushover.

After running away from home
at 13, Wright became addicted to
ice, or methamphetamines, lived
in refuges, and was in a violent
relationship.

Now 17 standing hand on hip in
asunny Chippendale warehouse,
Wright is confident and articulate
as she debates the finer points of a
theatre script she wrote with five
other students from Youth off The
Streets’ Key College, based on
their experiences of living rough.

“Someone changed
‘dickhead’ to ‘idiot’. No one
would use that...What about
f---ing bitch?” she suggests to
director James Winter.

“With the script I am trying to
explain from my character’s
point of view why we are
swearing, why we jump trains,”
she tells the Herald.

‘James said he wanted real-life
experience. Some of it had to be
toned down alot.”

On Monday; in a free, one-off
performance at the Belvoir Street
Theatre, the students will tell
their stories as part of Company
B's youth engagement program.

Winter, their teacher and
director, is the co-founder of
Queen Street Studio, anon-
profitrehearsal space in

‘I am trying to explain
... wWhy we are swearing,
why we jump trains.’
MICHELLE WRIGHT

Chippendale, where the students
attend weekly drama classes.
Winter opened the studio in
2005 with a bequest from his
grandfather, Jack Winter, who

was once a tap dancer with the
Tivoli vaudeville circuit.“Often
these kids have never even
stepped inside a theatre but they
have the most potent stories, it is
stuff we just don’t hear about,”
Winter said.

“The saddest stories are the
young people, 15 years and
under, who are carers for
substance-addicted parents. The
parent takes their money or a
trust fund is broken into and
denies that young person an
opportunity to break the mould.

“So you have these kids who
end up walking the street, break
into cars and roll people.”

Wright has attended Winter’s
classes for the past two years but
will perform for the first time on
Monday. “It is about confidence
building, we want people to
understand us,” she said.
“Things like taking drugs... are
like a mask for other problems.”

Last year Wright completed her
school certificate. This year she is
working towards her HSC and
wants to be a youth worker when
her daughter, due in October, is
old enough to go to school.

“Ihave been clean for a year
now; cold turkey by myself,” she
said. “I have come a long way
sinceIwas 13.”




